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CODIFICATION AND DISARMAMENT 


SHE League of Nations is entering 
i upon its seventh year. The com- 
ittee of experts for the progres- 
sive codification of international law, 
of which former Attorney General George 
W. Wickersham is a member, began its 
econd session on January 12. This com- 
mittee was appointed by the Council in 
December, 1924, and held its first session 
in April, 1925. At the present session, it 
is considering the reports of its various 
ib-committees, among which is a re- 
n able report on international law in 
territorial waters presented by Walter 
Schiicking; it will then draw up a tenta- 
tive program for an international confer- 
ence on codification of international law. 

The question of responsibility of states 
for damage caused to foreigners or their 
prope , which is being discussed at the 
present session, is of great interest to the 
United Stat Sefior Suarez of Argen- 
tina and Dr. Guerrero of Salvador main- 


tain that the st -ate should not be held re- 
ponsible if th foreigner can seek re- 
dress in the local courts, whereas Mr. 
Wickersham and the French and British 
embers of the committee take the op- 
ite view. 

On January 18, the House of Represen- 
tatives, by a vote of 359 to 1, adopted a 
I lutior appropriating $50,000 for 

erican ps cipation in the Prepara- 

ry Comm ission on disarmament. It 
now appears | ssible that the meeting 
of tl Commission, which was originally 
scheduled to open Sehovaa’ 15, may be 
po ned, perhaps until the latter part 
of April. It is considered desirable that 
Germany should have applied for mem- 
ip in t League before the Com- 
neets. Another reason for post- 
ponement is the attitude of Russia. The 


Soviet Government has signified its will- 
ingness to participate in the work of the 


Preparatory Commission only on condi- 
tion that the meeting is held outside 
Switzerland, unless the Swiss Govern- 
ment offers an apology for the assas- 
sination of the Russian envoy, Vo- 
rovsky, at the Lausanne Conference 
in 1923 and the acquittal of his assassin 
by a Swiss court. So far the Swiss 
Government has refused an apology. Itis 
possible that if no reconciliation between 
Moscow and Berne can be effected, the 
Preparatory Commission will meet out- 
side Switzerland in order that its success 
may not be jeopardized by the absence of 
Russia. 

After lengthy negotiations, the Amer- 
ican Government has notified the Secre- 
tary-General of the League that it will 
transmit to the Secretariat all treaties 
entered into by it, and will not object to 
their inclusion in the treaty series pub- 
lished by the League. Those treaties en- 
tered into by the United States with 
League members have been registered by 
the other party and published by the 
League. But from now on treaties be- 
tween the United States and other states 
outside the League will also be published, 
although the American Government in- 
sists that the text of these treaties must 
be preceded by a notice to the effect that 
the United States, not being a member of 
the League, has not registered them with 
the Secretariat. Whether it is called 
“transmission” or “registration” is of no 
importance, compared with the fact that 
hereafter the League treaty series will be 
more complete. It is interesting to note, 
however, that ever since the registration 
and publication of treaties was undertaken 
by the League, Germany has registered 
her treaties in spite of not being a mem- 
ber of the League. 

RUTH BACHE-WIG. 


The Debt Settlements 


OGRESS has been made in the set- 

tlement of the debts owed the Ameri- 
can Government by foreign governments.* 
The six debt agreements concluded within 
the last half year, namely those with Bel- 
gium, Latvia, Czechoslovakia, Esthonia, 
Italy and Roumania, have been approved 
by the House of Representatives. The 
agreements concluded in 1923 and 1924 
with Great Britain, Finland, Hungary, 
Lithuania and Poland had been approved 
by Congress in previous sessions. 

Only five European countries, Austria, 
France, Greece, Jugoslavia and Russia, 
have not yet concluded debt funding 
agreements with the United States. By 
action of Congress, the time of payment 
of Austria’s debt, both principal and in- 
terest, has been extended until June 1, 
1943. France, Greece and Jugoslavia at 
present have commissions in Washirgton 
charged with negotiating the settlement 
of their debts. 

According to the current issue of Dil- 
lon, Read & Company’s Investment Re- 
view, American foreign loans during 1925 
totaled $1,040,935,500. This is the sec- 
ond year that these loans have exceeded 
the billion dollar mark. 


Notes 


Group government will have gained a 
new foothold on the North American con- 
tinent if Mackenzie King succeeds in his 
effort to retain the premiership of Can- 
ada in spite of the striking reverses he 
met in the October elections when he him- 
self and eight of his ministers met per- 
sonal defeat at the polls. The new House 
of Commons contains only 101 Liberal 
members, whereas the Conservative re- 
presentation is 116. Hoping, however, 
to govern by virtue of the assistance of 
the Progressive members, who number 
24, Premier King is now attempting to 
carry through the House the speech from 
the throne, seeking for himself, mean- 
while, a seat in a Western constituency 
from which one of his followers has re- 
signed. How narrow is the margin of his 
hope was indicated last week when the 
first Conservative no-confidence amend- 
ment was defeated by only three votes. 


During the past week Germany has 
been much agitated over the report that 
the Allies intend to maintain 75,000 men 
in the Rhineland after the evacuation of 
Cologne. Arguing that this would “be 
incompatible with a fair interpretation 
of the Versailles Treaty and in direct 
contradiction to the spirit of Locarno,” 
Foreign Minister Stresemann threatened 
January 15, before the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the Reichstag, the indefinite 
postponement of Germany’s application 


* News Bulletin, Vol. V., No. 1, November 13, 1925; Vol. 
No. 5, December 11, 


V., No. 2, November 20, 1925; Vol. V., 
1926. 


Page Two 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


for membership in the League of Nationg 
A resolution of protest was then adopted 
by the Committee. 

Fundamental economic conditions iy 
Germany despite many reasons for dis. 
couragement, appear to be improving, 
It -s eo~ that: 


The Lokalanzeiger, organ of the National 
ists, is conducting a campaign against "I 


Dawes Plan and the Locarno Treaties; 
2. The total of unemployed has increased t 
approximately 1,500,000; 
3. Bankruptcies are numerous. 
Most experts, however, argue that 
unemployment and bankruptcy are thej 
natural results of the deflation per.) 
iod through which Germany has just 
passed. They cite as one of the chief 
bases for their optimism the decided im- 
provement in the money market, making} 
possible the conversion of short term! 
credits into other forms which m aterially} 
ease the heretofore prevailing credit] 
stringency. In the meantime, the budgeti 
is more than balanced and the currency! 
continues stable. 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE is evidently 

determined to carry through the plans 
worked out by the Tacna-Arica Plebisci- 
tary Commission. January 12, he ap-j 
pionted General William Lassiter, Com-| 
mander of the American forces in the 
Panama Canal Zone, as president of the! 
Commission to succeed General Pershing! 
who recently resigned because of ill] 
health. 

January 15, in an elaborate decision, 
President Coolidge, as arbitrator: (1) dis- 
missed Chile’s protest against the rulings! 


of the Plebiscitary Commission — fixing 
February 15 as the date when the regis- 
tration and electoral bodies were to begin 


to function, and April 15 as the date for 
the plebiscitary vote; (2) re-affirmed the 
power of the Commission to prescribe fair 
conditions for the plebiscite; (3) remind- 
ed both parties (Chile and Peru) that 
having agreed to a plebiscite they 
“bound to take proper action that it should 
be fairly held.” 


According to an Associated Press dis- 
patch from Geneva, the “Hague Tribunal” 
to which Spain and Portugal have sub- 
mitted a dispute regarding the Guadiana 
River is not the Permanent Court of Ar- 
bitration, as stated in the News Bulletin 
of January 1, but the Permanent Court 
of International Justice. 


Dollar Diplomacy—A Study in American 
Imperialism, by Scott Nearing and Jo- 
seph Freeman; B. W. Huebsch and Vi- 
king Press, 1925. A challenging indict 
ment. 


American Foreign Investments, by Ro 


bert W. Dunn; Viking Press, 1926. Un- 
like “Dollar Diplomacy,” this is 4 
wholly objective fact study. It com 


tains much valuable source material. 
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